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never likely to be able to tolerate the thought of
Death, while we continue to think of it as a thing
which will rob humanity of some of its richest and
most salient characteristics.
Even the ghastly humour of Milton is a shade
better than this. It will be remembered that he
makes the archangel say to Adam that astronomy
has been made by the Creator a complicated
subject, in order that the bewilderment of scien-
tific men may be a matter of entertainment to
Him!
" He His fabric of the Heavens
Hath left to their disputes, perhaps to move
His laughter at their quaint opinions wide."
Or, again, we may remember the harsh con-
tortions of dry cachinnation indulged in by the
rebel spirits, when they have succeeded in top-
pling over with their artillery the armed hosts of
Seraphim. Milton certainly did not intend to
subtract all humour from the celestial regions.
The only pity was that he had not himself
emerged beyond the childish stage, which finds
its deepest amusement in the disasters and
catastrophes of stately persons.
It may be asked whether we have any warrant
in the Gospel for the Christian exercise of
humour. I have no doubt of it myself. The
image of the children in the market-place who
cannot get their peevish companions to join in